
Fully Escorted Africa Group Safari

 Tracking Rhino on foot Bomani Tented Lodge

Malawi & Zambia
Lakes & Rivers

Fully Escorted
16 days from $14,890*

per person twin share

Departs Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth: 04 Sep 2020

• Liwonde National Park
• Lake Malawi
• Lilongwe

• South Luangwa National Park
• Zambezi National Park
• Victoria Falls

3 35 meals included   3 Game Viewing Activities
3 Services of a Tour Escort from Australia

In 2020 Mike will once again be leading a group safari into the “Warm 
Heart of Africa”.  Malawi and Zambia offer a spectacular diversity of 
scenery, wildlife and cultural experiences.  Explore majestic Rift Valley 
lakes, mighty rivers, remote wilderness and spectacular water falls.  
Game viewing opportunities include boat safaris, guided nature walks 
and game drives in 4x4 safari vehicles.  Travel with a small group 
exploring the country’s culture and natural beauty offering a unique 
and memorable experience.

“Moni Moni onse.  
Muli bwanji?”
Following the success of many very unique Explorer 
Group Safaris since 2006, and due to popular demand, 
we have scheduled another adventure to the fascinating 
continent of Africa.  Join us on another adventure of a 
lifetime and an opportunity to travel with like-minded 
explorers.  

In 2020 we will be venturing into the “Warm Heart 
of Africa”.  Malawi and Zambia offer a spectacular 
diversity of scenery, wildlife and cultural experiences.  
Explore majestic Rift Valley lakes, mighty rivers, remote 
wilderness and spectacular water falls.  Game viewing 
opportunities include boat safaris, guided nature walks 
and game drives in 4x4 safari vehicles.   

We will be travelling in early September at the end 
of the cool dry season.  This is a good time for game 
viewing as there is little to no rain and the vegetation is 
more sparse.  The lack of rain and surface water means 
animals are more likely to congregate around water 
holes and rivers.

I am excited and proud to share another unique 
adventure with you.  Having had the privilege of 
working as a safari guide and Lodge Manager in some 
of the best lodges in southern Africa, I have lived in 
and experienced what I believe to be true wilderness.  
I wish to introduce to you to more of these areas and 
hope to instill a deeper understanding and appreciation 
of these delicate eco-systems.

I know this will be a memorable experience and I look 
forward to enjoying your company on this amazing 
tour.

“Ndatenda!”  -  Mike Papenfus 

Or book at your local licensed travel agent
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 Gameviewing cruise - Shire River

Day 1:  Australia – Johannesburg.  Fly from Australia to Johannesburg.

Day 2: Johannesburg – Lilongwe - Liwonde National Park.  Connect with the flight 
from Johannesburg to Lilongwe.  On arrival at Chileka International Airport you will be met and 
transferred to Liwonde. Transfer to the lodge located along the Mighty Shire River right within 
Liwonde National park for a 3 night stay including all meals, local drinks, park fees and morning and 
evening game viewing activities. 

Mvuu Lodge nestles discreetly on the banks of a lagoon just off the Shire River on the western 
boundary of the wildlife-rich Liwonde National Park. The main lounge building is set high above the 
water for views up-river in an area of captivating variety and beauty. It has an extensive wildlife 
library and telescope to make the most of the exceptional bird and other life that moves around the 
river. Mvuu means “hippo” in Tonga and the name epitomises the large numbers of pods of these 
water-loving mammals that float in the river. In this lush and fertile area, an excellent diversity of 
animals can be seen.   (D) 
Accommodation:  Mvuu Lodge, Liwonde National Park – 3 nights  view i-brochure

Day 3-4:  Liwonde National Park.  Game drives are a great way to explore Liwonde National 
Park and experience its diverse selection of habitats and unique wildlife including Sable Antelope, 
elephant and possible rhino.  Enjoy ‘sundowners’ on the banks of the beautiful Shire River while 
watching kingfishers diving for fish, before embarking on a night drive in search of nocternal 
species like hyaena, owls and various species of mongoose.  Boat safaris are also available to enjoy 
the peace and tranquillity of the Shire River and intimate encounters with elephant are a hallmark 
of this fantastic experience.  Look out for the many hippo pods scattered along the river.  No visit 
to Mvuu is complete without a visit to one of the villages on its boundaries to experience authentic 
African village life.   (B,L,D)

Day 5:  Liwonde National Park – Lake Malawi.  Today leave the bush and head for the lake. 
Transfer to Senga Bay boating station in Salima. On arrival at the boating station, take a 20-minute 
boat transfer to Blue Zebra Island Lodge, situated at Nankomba Island in Lake Malawi National Park 
(UNESCO World Heritage site), for a 2 night stay including all meals and all non-motorised water 
sport activities.   

Blue Zebra Island Lodge is a truly unique experience in its stunning, natural location. An uninhabited 
island separated from the outside world by kilometres of clear, blue water.  This environment is 
thriving and alive with bird songs and waves gently breaking on the shore. Nankoma Island is part 
of the Marelli Archipelago in Lake Malawi National Park.  The 3 islands are home to a vast array 
of fresh water fish, including some of the rarest and colourful in the world. The islands support 
diverse flora and fauna and are a bird watcher’s paradise. A fine balance between a true wilderness 
continuing as nature intended, without compromising on all the luxuries that will make your stay 
comfortable, enjoyable and unforgettable!   (B,L,D) 
Accommodation: Blue Zebra Island Lodge, Lake Malawi – 2 nights  view i-brochure

Day 6:  Lake Malawi.  Do a much or as little as you want.  Relax at the infinity pool & cocktail bar, 
explore the islands nature trails or swim, sail and kayak.  With several dive spots dotted around the 
island, snorkeling and seasonal scuba diving is also available to discover Lake Malawi’s renowned 
cichlids famed for their vivid and vibrant colours.   (B,L,D)

Day 7: Lake Malawi – Lilongwe.  This morning transfer by boat back to the mainland at Senga 
Bay boating station. Travel by road to Lilongwe for overnight accommodation including dinner and 
breakfast.

Kumbali Country Lodge is a private lodge situated on a 650-hectare forest reserve and dairy farm 
in Lilongwe, only 10 minutes from the capital city along a quiet traffic-free road. Stylish, relaxed 
and informal, it is the perfect stopover. Kumbali Country Lodge boasts everything you could expect 
from a nature reserve lodge and much more besides. It is one of the most tranquil alternatives to a 
Malawi hotel that you will find anywhere.    (B,D) 
Accommodation: Kumbali Country Lodge, Lilongwe – 1 night  

Day 8: Lilongwe, Malawi – South Luangwa National Park, Zambia.  Today leave Malawi and 
head for Zambia. Drive across the Malawi-Zambia Border to South Luangwa National Park. Transfer 
to the lodge for a 3 night stay including all meals, local drinks, park fees, morning and evening game 
viewing activities.

Kafunta River Lodge is owned and operated by Anke & Ron Cowan who have made the Luangwa 
Valley their home for the past 20 years. The 10-room lodge is located on the floodplains of the 
Luangwa River on the edge of South Luangwa National Park, away from the busier area near the 
park’s Mfuwe gate.  It is one of the best wildlife viewing parks in Africa.  (B,L,D) 
Accommodation: Kafunta River Lodge, South Luangwa National Park – 3 nights view i-brochure

 Kafunta River Lodge - game drive

 Kafunta River Lodge

Or book at your local licensed travel agent

Booking conditions and cancellation fees do apply.  Please refer to www.adventuredestinations.com.au for our booking conditions and cancellation policy.Updated: 19 Aug 2019     Africa-Malawi-Zambia-Explorer-2020-1

www.adventuredestinations.com.au
sales@adventuredestinations.com.au

mailto: karryn@adventuredestinations.com.au; lovely@adventuredestinations.com.au; fiona@adventuredestinations.com.au; jo@adventuredestinations.com.au; reception@adventuredestinations.com.au; Jodie@adventuredestinations.com.au; krysthel@adventuredestinations.com.au
Subject: Africa-Malawi-Zambia-Explorer-2020-1

https://wetu.com/iBrochure/en/Launch/2123_1792_9924/mvuu_lodge/Landing
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/en/Launch/2123_1792_43503/blue_zebra_island_lodge/Landing
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/en/Launch/2123_1792_19414/kafunta_river_lodge/Landing


Day 9-10:  South Luangwa National Park.  Guests have the option to join the game drives into 
South Luangwa National Park. Safari vehicles are equipped with a shade roof and have 3 rows with 
a maximum of 6 guests per vehicle.  Afternoon game drives stop for sundowners and continue into 
a night drive using spotlights, to find smaller nocturnal animals or predators on the hunt.

South Luangwa is the birthplace of walking safaris. Bush walks bring another dimension to a safari, 
focusing on smaller things, birds and flora while observing animals in the distance. Bush walks with 
qualified walking guides and an escort scout are not strenuous, but can take place over rugged 
terrain, lasting usually 3 to 4 hours.  There is also a small intimate spa with an array of relaxing 
treatments performed by an on-site therapist (additional expense).  Enjoying the infinity pool, the 
natural hot tub and booking a massage at the spa are a perfect way to spend the midday hours 
between game viewing activities.     (B,L,D)

Day 11:  South Luangwa National Park – Lower Zambezi National Park.  This morning 
transfer to Mfuwe Airport for the chartered flight to Royal Airstrip in Lower Zambezi National Park. 
On arrival at the Royal Airstrip, transfer to the lodge for a 3 night stay including all meals, local 
drinks, morning and evening game viewing activities.

Located on the opposite bank to Zimbabwe’s Mana Pools, the Royal Zambezi Lodge is situated on 
the majestic Zambezi River. Royal Zambezi Lodge is a striking combination of contemporary style 
and comfort in a completely unspoiled bush environment. Offering king-size beds in large, fully 
netted, canvas tents under thatched canopies, comfortable sofas in front of roaring open fires and 
airy verandahs, the lodge is a luxurious base from which to explore this beautiful area.  The lodge is 
positioned to allow visitors to take full advantage of a wide variety of safari activities in the area, 
which is home to elephant, buffalo, lion and the elusive leopard!  (B,D) 
Accommodation: Royal Zambezi Lodge, Lower Zambezi National Park – 3 nights view i-brochure

Day 12-13:  Lower Zambezi National Park.  The lodge offers a vast range of activities, from 
unrivalled open 4x4 vehicle game viewing, walking safaris, professionally guided canoeing and 
magnificent sunset river cruises on the Zambezi River.  Fishing on the Lower Zambezi offers an 
exceptional freshwater angling experience.  The highlight being the presence of the world’s premier 
game fish, the Tiger fish.

When not out on the many activities, enjoy the Bush Spa (additional expense) with a wide variety of 
massages and therapeutic treatments.  With snorting hippos in the river and the sharp cries of the 
African Fish Eagle overhead to lull you into relaxation, what more could you ask for during a soothing 
massage in this award-winning Bush Spa?   (B,L,D)

Day 14:  Lower Zambezi National Park – Victoria Falls.  Today transfer to Royal Airstrip for 
the chartered flight to Harry Mwanga Nkumbula International Airport in Victoria Falls. On arrival at 
the airport, transfer to the hotel for a 2 night stay including breakfasts. 

Ilala Lodge Hotel is ideally located minutes from the spectacular Victoria Falls. A family run hotel, 
Ilala Lodge has 73 stylish, well-appointed spacious rooms, that offer the ultimate in comfort and 
luxury. As this is the closest hotel to the beautiful Victoria Falls, the spray makes for a perfect 
backdrop during your stay.   (B) 
Accommodation: Ilala Lodge Hotel, Victoria Falls – 2 nights  view i-brochure

Day 15:  Victoria Falls.  Today is at leisure to explore and enjoy the activities on offer or relax 
at the lodge.  While the falls are undoubtedly the star attraction, the area provides both adventure 
seekers and sightseers with plenty of opportunities to warrant a longer stay. Popular activities 
include scenic flights over the falls in helicopters or microlights, bungee jumping off the Victoria 
Falls Bridge and seasonal white-water rafting (additional expense).  Explore the local craft markets 
for an eclectic variety of African curios and authentic art.  An optional sunset cruise on the mighty 
Zambezi River above the falls would be a fitting conclusion to our adventure.   (B)

Day 16: Victoria Falls – Johannesburg – Australia.  This morning transfer to Victoria Falls 
International Airport for the return flight to Australia on South African Airways via Johannesburg. (B)

Day 17: Arrive Australia.  

Upgrades & Add-ons
Have you ever considered exploring the dramatic 
Skeleton Coast and abundant wildlife of Etosha 
National Park Namibia or the pristine and secluded 
wilderness of the Okavango Delta in Botswana?

If you’d like to explore more of Africa at the end of 
this tour please contact our specialised consultants 
who can assist you with add-ons to create your own  

travel experience.

Prices per person twin share ex MEL / SYD / BNE / ADL / PER
Departs  Twin Share Single Supp
4 September 2020 $14,890* $2799*

Price includes all pre-paid taxes

( Call about our airfares ex other Australian cities (

Price Includes:
 y Economy class airfares from Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide 
or Perth to Lilongwe via Johannesburg and from Victoria Falls to 
Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth via Johannesburg 
with South African Airways.

 y Chartered flight Mfuwe to Royal to Victoria Falls.
 y Services of an experienced Tour Escort from Australia.
 y Accommodation, game viewing activities, meals and transfers as 
indicated in the itinerary.

 y *Prepaid taxes. Subject to alteration until final payment has been 
received by our office.

Note:
 y *Prices are correct at time of printing but are subject to availability, currency 
fluctuations and surcharges and are only guaranteed when paid in full. 

 y Tour is based on a minimum of 10 passengers travelling together.  Therefore 
should final number not reach this minimum number it will be necessary for this 
tour to be costed accordingly.

 y Maximum group size is 12 people.
 y Single travellers, ask us about our companion register.
 y Deposit of $5000 per person due within 7 days of confirmation.
 y Ask about our companion register for single travellers.
 y Visa fees are not included:  Malawi USD75, Zambia USD50, Zimbabwe USD50

 Royal Zambezi Lodge

 Victoria Falls
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